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‘@b WNURT & fawg afaamr o fasiand,

In Mauritius, Marathi culture as part of Indian culture, liberal and tolerant by nature,
has remained essentially conservative. It has contributed to Mauritian culture while borrowing
from and incorporating strands of the best from Indian. Western and Mauritian cultures. It has
adapted itself to changing circumstances, keeping open its door to outside influences while
preserving intact its distinct indentity. The strength of the Marathi culture has ensured the
permanence of the Marathi language in Mauritius. The Marathi folk literature and folklore are
extremely rich. Yet no academic study has even been made, no inventory, no attempt at
preserving or storing the folklore has been undertaken by our academic or educational
institutions. The Mahatma Gandhi Institute and Marathi Federation are now engaged in
recording the folklore with a view to preserving and developing it. Mauritius would be
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surprised to discover the wealth of cultural heritage which lies buried around the coastal and
mountaneous regions of Mauritius, echoing with the flok songs and music which accompany
every ceremonial immersion of Ganapati. This is an urgent national task

TIe AR deTarics JfToTaR fegp Jfgesed] ARIST AN Blbargaral faar
HIST U137 ¥red Agg fosfadrd,

There is the distinct Konkan music and rhythm, coming alive in the homes and on
festival occassions. The Common musical instruments are the taa (CT®), t e mridang, the
dholak, peti (harmonium), veena, leghium (5Si¥) (sticks), kartal (cymbals). Traditional
songs gave inspiration to the new songs and adaptations made by local people who find in
the language a creative medium for self-expression...... There are those who speciallise in
bhajans, others in kirtans, others in laoni (love lyrics), in abhang (devotional songs), in
bhupali (morning prayers), in bharud. The popular folk song or “Lokgheet” is extremely rich
and varied. These include among others, lullabies, festival songs, ritual songs, forest songs,
boat songs, harvest songs, sung by men and women. They are the creations of ordinary
people who pour out their hopes and fears, dreams and desires in a true democratic spirit.
The Marathi folk tales are uncommonly rich drawing back from the ancient traditions of
Sanskrit literature-the common Indian heritage. Many of those songs reverberate with the
echoes of the ancestral homeland, the konkan hills, mountains, forests and coastline. But the
decor is local, the Chameral and Black River Range or Sept Cescades. The girls, the women
and village folk join in the chorus and the steps move and with the dances, the past comes
back alive, meaningful, in all its spiendour and vitality. The latent creative energies are
released in an explosion of ecstacy. The baby is lulled to sleep to the tune of the ‘Angai geet’
songs. He grows up intoning the Marathi songs from the home, the elders, the local Marathi
Pathashala or from the Radio and television.
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To,
P. S. Nerurkar

Shivaiji

When Bharat was robbed,
Cheated, deceived, trapped...
Shivaji became a light to the people in gloom
He blessed Mother India
with his footsteps
In the Darbar of Adil Shah
When he refused to bow down
to the Mughal Monarch
To him to be strong
was not the undoing of the weak
Friend of the peasantry
and the dispossessed
His message of freedom
based on dignity of Man
Echoed in the heart of
the Mauvala mountaineers,
And it was “Comrades, be bold
and never be meek.
Follow me Marathas in the sandy hills
to fight for a better tomorrow
To me, a grave is better
than a Kingdom from Aurangzbe.
Forget not that if Afzul
has been our enemy
Banda Khan, patriot, our brother...~

The waves stood still at Sindu Durga
The wind gathered speed at Raigad.
And Swept the Shah of Shahs off his feet.

Hossnejee Edoo
Mauritius
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The Outcast

My toes are like caws

My soles like rifts of valleys

Below my knee

My skin is crusty like tortoise shell.
My broken nails and callous hands
The labours and wrinkles bear

Of my forbears who ventured
From the parched hills of Ratnagiri
Into distant land

To lift stone for gold.

w

The echoes of throbbing drum and frenzied dance
From the ancestral jungle

Pulsate in my tribal blood.

Bleeding under the master’s murderous whip

My forbears marooned into the ravine

And on wild berries, honey and fish.

Existed.

Yet fearful of the hired hunters

Prowling for their scalps

The vagabond blood of a Corsair.
Hailing from Marseille

Courses in my veins.

Can’t | kill the Asian in me

Can’t | wholly the Europeon be?
Why was | born thus? Why ? Why ?
My colour, my prison bars

| am the blood of three continents
Mixed on my island home.

| am the child of the world:
Outcast.



Anand Sawant Mulloo
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